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Dear friends in Christ,

Happy new year! I pray that our Lord Jesus will bless and keep
you throughout this gift of time that is 2026.

There are some Biblical events that we don’t learn about in
Sunday School because the reality of the situations is quite awful. An
example of this might be the events of Genesis 19. While I recall
learning about the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah and the fate of
Lot’s wife in Sunday School, we did not study the visit of the angels
before or Lot’s conduct with his daughters afterward.

There are other narratives we don’t learn about in Sunday School
because they are just odd. These rarely show up in the lectionary or your
favorite devotional either. One I want to draw your attention to is found
in Matthew 17.

In verses 24-27, we read about Peter having a conversation with
the folks whose job it was to collect the temple tax. The temple tax was
a two-drachma tax that Jewish males paid each year to support the
functioning of the temple in Jerusalem. The idea behind it was that, by
paying the tax, you participated in the sacrifices offered and the
atonement made.

Peter is asked whether his teacher mays the tax, and he responds
in the affirmative. But then, when he returns to Jesus, Jesus asks him
about taxes. His question: “Do kings of the earth take taxes from their
sons or strangers? When Peter answers “Strangers,” Jesus remarks
“Then the sons are free.” This is the point of the short passage, but the
odd thing is what comes next.

Jesus instructs Peter to go “hook fishing” (as opposed to “net
fishing”) and in the mouth of the first fish that comes up, he would find a
shekel. Jesus instructs him to take that coin and give it to the tax
collectors for Jesus and Peter (a shekel was worth four drachma).

If only we could all pay our taxes with whatever we find in the
mouth of a fish! This does not seem to me to be an occasion that calls
for a miracle, and yet we’d have to conclude that is what takes place in
this text: the miraculous receipt of a coin from an aquatic donor.

Immediately before this whole event (24-27), Jesus had shared
with His disciples another of His predictions of His passion, telling them
He would be delivered into the hands of men who would kill Him, and
on the third day He would rise.




Paying the temple tax carries with it the idea that you are supplying for
your own atoning sacrifice. You are paying to support the work that
makes satisfaction with God. Jesus declaring that He was about to be
handed over to death was stating for His disciples yet again that God
was providing for the atoning sacrifice. The sons are free, as in, they
did not need to supply for their own satisfaction before God. God was
doing so for them, providing the pure, spotless lamb who would take
away the sins of the whole world: Jesus.

So as to not cause scandal to those who are still paying the tax,
the Lord accounts for Himself and Peter, but even in this miracle, Peter
provides nothing. God gives, he receives. This is how it is for us with
all things. Thanks be to God who puts coins in the mouths of fish and
also provides for all our needs of body and soul.

Peace in Christ,
Pastor Lieske

Pastor Lieske is holding a monthly, short communion
service intended for those who have a hard time
i = attending Sunday services. These spoken-word services
0 Z will be held at 1:30 pm on the second Monday of each
month. Ifyou have any questions please contact Pastor
Lieske.

............................................................................................................

We are looking to create a list of
folks who may be willing to give
rides to church on Sunday mornings
to people who are otherwise unable
to attend. If you might be willing,
please let Pastor or JoAnn in the
office know so we can add you to
the list. Thank you!

Share A Ride

to Church

Congregational Catechism Review

Each week, a portion of Luther’s Small Catechism has been
appointed for congregational focus. You are encouraged, as you
are able, to meditate on this section of the catechism throughout
the week and to commit it to memory. In certain weeks, the
portion of the Catechism that we are focusing upon is quite long.

While you can certainly review the whole portion, in those weeks focus
particularly upon committing the bolded section to memory.

January 4
The Introduction

Our Father who art in heaven.
What does this mean?

With these words God tenderly invites us to believe that He is
our true Father and that we are His true children, so that with
all boldness and confidence we may ask Him as dear children
ask their dear father.

January 11
Holy Baptism - Fourth

Where is this written?

St. Paul writes in Romans, chapter six: “We were therefore
buried with Him through baptism into death in order that, just
as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the
Father, we too may live a new life.” (Romans 6:4)

January 18
The Sixth Commandment

You shall not commit adultery.
What does this mean?

We should fear and love God so that we lead a sexually pure
and decent life in what we say and do, and husband and wife
love and honor each other.



< Our next evening of dartball will be on Monday, January 5 at
Zion Lutheran in Detroit Lakes beginning at 7:00. We will
carpool from the Trinity parking lot at 5:45 for fun, food and
fellowship. Please contact Wayne Schoening if you have any
questions or if you are able to join us.
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January 25
The Second Article

<>
What does this mean? A ﬂ‘? 4

| believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father .
from eternity, and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my
Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person,
purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from the
power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, O
precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death, that | The Outreach Board is looking forward to the
may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve ; SANgFﬂTY Sanctitv of Life Sundav on Jan. 18th. We are
Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, {= - ml\/li y y ’ )

just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. holding an ingathering for the Health Resources
o Center (pregnancy center and more) in Fergus Falls.

Please consider supporting them by donating
JANUARY 18,2026 djapers Sizes 4-6 and Pull-ups, baby wipes,
receiving blankets (no quilts please), wash cloths, burp cloths, baby care
products (baby wash, shampoo or lotion), new or like new boys & girls
clothing (sizes NB-3T), children’s outerwear, bibs, pacifiers, rattles and
infant toys. Thank you for your generosity!

Clillens  The Preschool students will present their postponed Christmas
' %mm program on Thursday, January 8th at 5:30 pm. Please join us!

This is most certainly true.

Lutheran Island Camp is now offering an
it opportunity for campers and their families to sponsor
% % their favorite horse from camp. Each sponsor will get a
e photo of their horse on a postcard and a small
keychain or bracelet. Sponsors will also receive a

Mites goal for January quarterly email from their horse with photos and videos included.
Mission Grant #5 Why sponsor a horse?
Growing Together to Share Braille and Large Print Lutheran Island Camp’s Horse Program at Christ Serve Ranch is
° .. . . an integral part of our mission and ministry. Each summer, our
Millions of people around the world are blind or visually Horse Camp sessions fill up to the max and campers get to

impaired and are seeking to strengthen their Christian faith, but find it
difficult to access scripture-based reading materials. Lutheran Braille
Workers (LBW) is committed to providing Christian materials in
braille and specialized large print worldwide at no cost.

experience the joy of learning to ride and take care of one of
God’s creatures. We love our horses and the Horse Program.
However, there are significant costs to keeping the program
running and thriving. Our new Sponsor-a-Horse Program will

With a part of the grant funds, LBW will establish five new Ministry help alleviate the costs and ensure that the Horse Program is

Production Centers in the United States. This grant will allow LBW to around to bless many more campers to come. _

produce and freely distribute approximately 10,000 additional Your 349/ month will go towards farrier care, food, equipment,

volumes of Bibles and other Christian materials. E_nd baS:IC needs. You can sign up to give monthly, annually, or
iannually.



God’s Mission for Shamattawa

It had been about a year since we had the opportunity to spend time with
the children and adults in Shamattawa. It was also very evident that
winter had already set in as the team landed in the snowy north. Rev.
Keith and Sylvia Ratcliffe along with Randy Heide, LAMP missionary,
joined Dave Schneeberger on God’s mission to Shamattawa. We settled
into the school where we would stay during our time in the community
and discussed the plan for our time in the school.

Over the next three days we started the day by helping serve breakfast to
the kids as they arrived at school. It was a great way for them to see us in
action and for us to hear their comments and see their smiling faces. We
were able to spend time in most of the classes where Pastor Randy shared
a message about GRACE — God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense and told the
children we all make mistakes and are not perfect, but God has forgiven
those mistakes when he sent Jesus to shed his blood, die on the cross and
rise again so we can have eternal life with him in heaven. He also
reminded them that God doesn’t make junk! We handed out bead cross
necklaces and Pastor Keith shared the explanation for the cross and each
of the bead colors. Sylvia led the classes in two songs and we gave
coloring sheets, Christmas activity booklets and knit stocking caps
(toques) that had been handcrafted with love from our Trinity Lutheran
knitters, to each of the children. We also handed out Pocket Prayer Quilts
to some of the older kids and adults made by one of our Norway House
volunteers, Sheila Sandell, and her prayer group.

7 = I

It was another amazing year for us to spend time with the kids and adults in
the community, to see their smiling faces and receive their hugs, to catch up
with some of the kids who have attended VBS in the past, to strengthen
relationships and to share the message of Jesus with all of the students in
the classrooms. Pastor Keith and Sylvia shared how this trip helped them
realize how much they missed going to remote areas to share Jesus with the
children and adults in those communities and are looking forward to
returning to Shamattawa and/or Norway House if given the opportunity in
the future.

We are so blessed to have the opportunity to continue this mission and
outreach with the children and adults we connect with in the Shamattawa
school and community with the seeds we plant through our contacts.
Thanks to the members of Trinity Lutheran Church and School for your
prayer and financial support as well as your knitting efforts in making this
mission possible. Your continued prayers for the community and school
leaders who are working to make a difference and for the children and other
adults to remain receptive to God’s ministry and mission for Shamattawa are
greatly appreciated.

To God be the glory!!




Sunday School Christmas Program - “Christmas By the Book!”
written and directed by Rachael Larson
A traditional retelling of the birth of Christ was presented on
Sunday, December 14th!

Spreading Christmas Cheer! m

GOD’S PEOPLE PRAY

Ongoing Concern: Norm & Donna Schoening, Linda Schmidt, Bev Hess,
Jerry Pribbernow, Janet Maack, Brian Fitzner, Jeremy Elshaug, Elaine
Culp, Ned Stueve, Gene True, Jennifer Wood (Jerald & Tami
Gerhardson’s daughter), Jim Anderson (Cal & Helen Johansen’s friend),
Jon Jastram (Phyllis Jastram’s son), Dylan Maack (Bob & Janet Maack’s
grandson), Robin Roberts (Austin & Elaine Culp’s daughter), Stephen
Hauser (David Hauser’s brother), Micah Sebek (Bobbie Adam’s
grandson), James Hohenstein (Karl Hohenstein’s brother) Kate Matter
(prior pre-school parent), Bridget Jackson (June Knopp’s granddaughter),
Jasmin Torvinen (great-granddaughter of Pastor & Ginny Lange), Brett
Pixton (friend of Calvin & Helen Johansen), Eldon Anhorn (brother of
Shirley Pribbernow), Nicole Reseburg (granddaughter of Barb Peloquin),
Dora O’Brien (friend of Calvin & Helen Johansen), Steve Langland (Gary
Schmidt’s friend), James Retzlaff (Tina Eberle’s dad), Veronica Schnoor

Homebound: Gary Froehlich, Dick Anderson, Lois Helm, Marlys Lueders,
Ron Schulz, Lorraine Drews, Lois Fitzner, Beverly Hess, Marilyn A. Boese

Military: Callen Mouritsen, MN National Guard; Lt. Col. Dennis Gerold,
U.S.A.F. Reserves (Lori & Leon Dawkins’ son-in-law), Tech Sargent Isaac
Christopher, U.S.A.F., Andrews Air Force Base, Washington D.C. (Donna
Christopher’s grandson); Lt. Col. George Hauser, DDS U.S. Army, Ft.
Bliss, El Paso, TX; (David & Mary Hauser’s son); Gabe Erlandson, MN
National Guard, (Ken & Toni Erlandson’s son); Major Dinsmore, MD MN
National Guard (Al & Marcie Koennicke’s grandson)

Missionaries. Rev. Dan & Joan Jastram, Japan; Deaconess Kim
Bueltmann, Germany (TIM Missionary); Delano & Linda Meyer,
Africa; Jacque Breman, Africa; Ashley Lehr, Puerto Rico

Call the church office or the Pastor with prayer requests.

Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other,
so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is
powerful and effective. James 5:16
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2:00 Women’s Bible St.
6:00 Church Council

Newsletter items due

25

9 am Divine Service
10:45 Bible Study &
Sunday School

Food Shelf Sunday
Lutheran Schools Week

26

9:10 Chapel

27
8 am Men’s Bible Study
9 am Foot Care Clinic
9:10 Chapel
2:00 Women’s Bible
Study

28

1 pm - Knitting &
crocheting
4 pm - Confirmation

29
12:00 Crafters
12:30 Quilters

30

9:00 Hebrew Study
Group

31



https://trinityff.org/
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JANUARY CELEBRATIONS!

“MSL North” Programs for January 2026

Birthdays Anniversaries Baptismal Birthdays Jan 4: Rev. Philip Beyersdort, St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Minot,
. €€ »
an. 2 Wayne Goerdt Jan. 1 Wayne & Sarah Goerd  Jan- 1 Loretta Derke ND, presents the message: “Out of Egypt I Called My Son” based on
Jan. 3 Susanne Halverson

an. 4 Jeff Johnson

Matthew 2:13-23. Lutheran Hour Ministries Program: “The Other

Jan. 8 Echo Breen . . . .. . .
n.4 Jordyn Olson | . Wiseman” — Another Magi, making bis journey to the Christ child, encounters
n.5 Asher Mort an. 8 Caleb Flerchinger i
7 Kay M Jan. 11 Lilli Ann Ness others and shows kindness along the way.
n. ay eyer .
n.9 Rodney Schmidt Jan. 14 Andrew Krog an 11: Rev. Timothy Stout, St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Sawyer, ND,

n. 12 Margie Rasmussen

n. 14 Lily Flerchinger

n. 17 Vickie Melby

n. 19 David Hauser
an. 20 Taylor Ness

Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.

17 Vickie Melby

21 Donna Christopher
21 Asher Mort

23 Cindy Schmidt

23 Grace Schneeberger
29 Wayne Goerdt

30 Lois Helm

St. John’s Lutheran Church, Kongsberg, ND, and St. Martin’s Lutheran
Church, Anamoose, ND, presents the message: “The Baptism

Bath” based on Matthew 3:13-17. Lutheran Hour Ministries Program: "The
Christ We Share”

rewarding in the end.

- Sharing the Gospel is neither swift nor easy - but truly

an. 23 Pastor Lieske

an. 25 Tucker Schneeberger
an. 29 Anna Mort Jan. 31 Liam Flerchinger

Jan 18: Rev. Michael Salemink, National Lutherans for Life, presents
the message: “From Invisible to Indispensable” based on I
Corinthians 12:22. This program is interpreted and closed captioned for
the deaf and hard of hearing. Visit www.mainstreetliving.com for more
information. “This Is the Life” program: “Live Option” - A 15-year-old

J

Jai

Jai

Jan

Jan

Jai

Jan

Jan. 13 Erika Neubauer
Jan

Jan

Jan

Jai

Jai

Ja Jan. 31 Margie Rasmussen
J

QRX/EN G IN THE LORD’S HOUSE daughter and her mother disagree on the future of the child.
Ushers for January Greeters for January Elders for January Jan 25: (NOTE: Due to a sh'ght.mix—up ig scheduling, two pastors wete
January 4 P January 4 asked to record the worship service for this Sunday. Our apologies. The
Jon Shoening, Jeff Johnson, David & Esther Schlicker Ken Erlandson services will be aired to best match up with the geographical area of each
Tim King January 11 January 6 - 11:00 pastor. Both services will be available for viewing on the MSL website.)
January 11 Ken & Sue Heidorn David ngsgroo Rev. Scott Brown, Flenezer & St. James Lutheran Churches,
Blaine & Margie Rasmussen  January 18 P Alexandria, MN, presents the message: “Light” based on “the readings
Bobbie Adam Cal & Helen Johansen Wayne Schoening v
January 18 January 25 January 11 for the da.y . . .
Wayne Goerd, Jacob Ness, Dale & Sharlene Schmidt Wayne Goerdt Rev. Rick Jones, Dakota Boys & Girls Ranch,. Minot, presents the
Mark Samuelson mﬁeber o message: “Light in the Darkness” based on Isaiah 9:1-4 and Matthew
January 25 Altar Guild for January January 25 g 12:12-25.
Trevor & Rachael Larson famuary 4 Ross Eberle “MAIN STREET LIVING?” is a locally produced TV program that

David & Esther Schlicker

Callen Mouritson,
January 6 11:00 am

includes a 30-minute worship service led by participating pastors of

Dennis Gerold Nadine Dreviow Acolytes for January the Minnesota North and North Dakota Districts of our LCMS,
.n ﬂ , Sty January 6 6:00 pm January 4 along with a 30-mi‘nute Lutheran Hour program (normally “This Is
S~ Ken & Sue Heidorn Isabella & Jordyn the Life,” along with occasional church-season specials).

ST“E ‘./4 Z January 11 M

LOR NN Brenda Johnson & Austin & Jackson Programs are broadcast starting at 9:00am Central time on the
WITH /N e Bobbie Adam January 18—~ following FOX stations: Fargo-Moorhead: KVRR Channel 15.1 or

GLADNESSJ January 18 Labella & Afnsley 10:00 on WDAY XTRA Channel 6.3

& S oSAIM 1002 =77 Cal & Helen Johansen ~ualy 22 . MSLN programs are also archived for one year and can be viewed at
i o January 25 Analicia & Adrian any time on www.mainstreetliving.com then click on “(Fargo)”.

Ken & Sue Heidorn
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Meet the Trinity Family

Asher & Anna Mort

Asher was born in Florida and lived the first few years of his life
in Alabama before moving to St. Louis, Missouri. Anna was born
and raised in St. Louis. A college filming project for Asher’s sister
(who went to the same college as Anna’s brother, hence the
mutual connection) was our first introduction. Asher and Anna
hung out with Anna’s miniature horse, Pearl, at the back of the
group talking for hours. Pearl was the “flower horse” in our
wedding on May 18, 2019. We moved to Minnesota in March
2023.

Anna is a Patient Account Liaison in the reimbursement
department for a medical device company. Asher previously
worked as a milk hauler and is now exploring different career
paths.

We are so grateful for the faithful preaching & teaching of God’s
Word and the wonderful church family we have at Trinity. Asher is
on the Board of Christian Education. Anna is on the Stewardship
Board and sings in the choir. We recently became Ushers, too.

Asher’s favorite hymn is LSB 941 “We Praise You and Acknowledge
You, O God.” Anna’s favorite hymn is LSB 935 “Tell Out, My Soul,
the Greatness of the Lord.”




December Joy at the Preschool

December was a month full of joy, laughter, and learning at our
preschool! As winter arrived, the children embraced the season
with lots of outdoor fun. They spent time playing in the snow,
laughing as they explored, and enjoying many days of sledding. A
heartfelt thank you to those who donated sleds—they brought
so much excitement and helped create Wonderful wmter
memories for our preschoolers. :

Inside the classroom,
the children have been busy preparing something very special.
They have been practicing their Christmas program, which
joyfully proclaims the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ. We warmly
invite you to join us on Thursday, January 8 at 5:30 p.m. as the
preschoolers share this message through songs and recitations.
PIease come and celebrate W|th us!

The preschoolers also enjoyed a unique farm-to-table
experience this month. Using a pumpkin grown right in their
own garden, they worked together to make a delicious pumpkin
pie dessert. It was a wonderful way to connect God's creation
with hands-on learning—and it tasted great too!

We are deeply
thankful for the continued love, prayers, and support from our
church family. You help make it p055|ble for our preschool to be
a place ?
where
children
grow not
only in
knowledge,
but also in
faith and joy.

“Every good and perfect gift is
from above.” — James 1:17

Thank you for being such a
blessing to our preschool
community. We look forward to
sharing more joyful moments
with you in the months ahead!




Trinity Homeschool Co-op

December is a short month for co-
op. The first week we had our last
music class before the New Year. At
the end of class, the older kids
played “Jingle Bells” on the boom
whackers. It was fun to see them .
coordinate and play the song well. By
the size of their smiles when they
were finished, they were pretty pleased as well.

Following music class, we headed out
& for our annual Christmas Caroling. We
were blessed to once again have Leon
Dawkins accompany us on guitar while
Lori Dawkins helped to lead the
singing. Like last year, we first sang at
w Mill Street Residence in the dining
* room. Several of the residents came
“out to listen to us and sure seemed to
§ enjoy it. We even got to see some
Trinity members in the group!

After we finished at Mill Street
Residence, we headed over to
Park Gardens dining room. The
residents smiled and some even
sang along. One very enthusiastic !z
cook cheered for us after each
song and gifted the children a
treat when we were done. After
the main dining room, we also
sang in the memory dining room.

Following our caroling, we returned to Trinity for our annual cookies & cocoa.
Leon Dawkins graciously provided a lunch for the families. One of the mothers
provided cookies and decorating supplies for the kids to decorate their own
cookies. It was a beautiful time to celebrate our caroling and the upcoming
Christmas holiday. The kids enjoyed spending time with one another.

All that was just our first week of
December! The second week of
December, in leu of our usual meeting,
we all came together on December 10"
to make and serve the Advent
Luncheon for the 11am

the homeschool mothers,

— coordinated the main meal and
had all the kids working at

different stations; chopping
vegetables, buttering bread,
setting tables, and other jobs to
prepare to serve our meal. It was wonderful to see all the kids pitching in and
working together. The meal turned out delicious and the members of Trinity
were so gracious to the children who had worked hard to prepare the meal. It
was a wonderful time.
The co-op takes the rest of December off so that the families have time to focus
on Advent preparations. In January we will work on Valentine’s Cards for
pastor to take to Trinity’s homebound members. (If you know of anyone who
might not be on the regular homebound list but would enjoy a card from our co
-op, please contact Michele Lieske to let her know). We also look forward to
Stacy Lung’s visit on January 20™, in which she will share how geology shows
evidence of creation. Feel free to join us at 10:45am to hear this amazing
speaker!
If you know anyone who would like to join the Homeschool Co-op in this, please
contact Michele Lieske: MicheleLieske@gmail.com or direct them to our
website, linked at the top of Trinity’s website.
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+ CHURCH & PRESCHOOL CONTACT INFORMATION +

Church Website
Preschool Website

On-Call Pastor Number
Rev. Christopher Lieske, Pastor

Church Office /JoAnn Orpen

Preschool at Trinity, Stacy Larsen

Church Office Hours
Church Office E-mail
Preschool at Trinity E-mail

Cemetery Sexton Cal Johansen

www.trinityff.org
www.preschoolattrinity.org

(218) 321-0993

(cell) (612) 554-5411
pastorl@trinityff.org

(218) 736-4869
secretary(@trinityff.org

(cell) (507) 430-9644
slarsen@preschoolattrinity.org
Tues-Thurs 8:30-4:00, Fri. 8:30-2:00
info@trinityff.org
info@preschoolattrinity.org

(218) 671-0383

: January 4 - Divine Service 4
: The Second Sunday After Christmas
: Hymns 386, 385, 370, 366, 373, 368

January 6 - Divine Service 1
: The Epiphany of our Lord
: Hymns 399, 395, 400, 397

éJanuary 11 - Divine Service 1
The Baptism of Our Lord
: Hymns 578, 407, 602, 628, 404, 917

January 18 - Divine Service 1
Second Sunday After the Epiphany
Hymns 394, 402, 631, 853, 644, 408

January 25 - Divine Service 1
The Transfiguration of Our Lord
Hymns 821, 413, 537, 414, 416, 417

SERVING THE LORD &ND YOU

Trinity Congregational Officers

Chairman Schan Sorkness
Vice-Chairman Jon Schoening
Treasurer Cindy Schmidt
Secretary Linda Schmidt

Financial Secretary Sandy King

Board Contact Persons

Elders Wayne Goerdt
Christian Ed. Esther Schlicker
Trustees Margie Rasmussen
Stewardship  Larry Stein
Outreach Dave Schneeberger
School Dave Schlicker



