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Running the Good Race
Japan’s 2020 Olympic theme dominates the
entrance to our nearest train station during this
Thanksgiving-Advent-Christmas season. The
cute, twin, Olympic/Paralympic mascots
highlighted there symbolize the aspirations
associated with athletic competitions. The
pandemic has delayed the
Olympics one year, but
athletes are hopeful that
the games will be held
next summer. St. Paul
says: “They do it to
receive a perishable
wreath, but we an
imperishable.” That is,
we have important prizework set ahead of us also
in the Church.

and permission confirmation for The Proper
Distinction Between Law and Gospel by
Walther.
This Law-Gospel theology is widely held
among Lutherans to be the second most
important doctrine of the
Christian faith, preceded
only by the chief article of
justification by grace
alone, through faith alone,
in Christ alone, as testified
by the ultimate authority of
Scripture alone; and yet,
this seminal work of LawGospel theology has not
yet been translated into
Japanese.

TWINS AT MUSASHI-SAKAI STATION

That is why I rejoiced
greatly this past month.
Our project for translating another theological
resource for availability in Asia is making major
headway through the grant request process,
translation arrangements, and through the rights

Our prayer is that this
translation project of
essential Lutheran theology will continue from
its current start-up stage to a smooth, steady
operation on its ultimate course to
completion––“run that you may attain it.”
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THANKS TO:

• You, our supporters who make this
work possible, especially those
who have joined during the
pandemic. Special thanks!

• God, who provides network

support sufficient for each day.

“Look at
the birds
of the
air….”

WE PRAISE GOD FOR:

• God’s blessings of His clear
teaching as witnessed in our
Catechism.

• Concord in doctrine and practice
as we work with various partner
church bodies.

PLEASE PRAY FOR:

• The continuing diligent work of St.
Louis Executive Director Daniel
McMiller and his staff in LCMS
Missionary Support, and Asia
Regional Director Charles Ferry.

• Patience and strength for longterm goals for Asia Lutheran
resources.

_________________________

God provided for Elijah through the widow of Zarephath…for Elisha
through the Shunammite woman…for Paul through Lydia, Aquila,
Priscilla, Publius, and friends at Caesarea, brethren at Puteoli and
Rome, and through Phoebe of Cenchreae “[who] has been a patron of
many and of myself as well” as Paul says.
In the same way, God continues to provide for us missionaries through
you as a patron, partner, benefactor, LWML group, congregation, or
even synodical district, to all of whom Paul says,
You will be enriched in every way to be generous in every way,
which through us will produce thanksgiving to God. For the
ministry of this service is not only supplying the needs of the
saints but is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God.
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Our current support network is being stretched by pandemic
challenges, which necessitates our earnest request for additional
patrons, partners, and benefactors in the Lord. By the end of this year
our goal is for the following:
Eight partners at $100 per month
Twelve partners at $50 per month
Thirty partners at $25 per month.
We pray that God may grant you this “abundance of joy—overflowing
in many thanksgivings to God” knowing that your sustaining
partnership is what accomplishes his important work of salvation even
to the far corners of the globe. Thank you for your steadfast support
especially during these challenging times. ~Dan and Joan Jastram

To support the LCMS through the work of
Daniel Jastram, you may send a tax-deductible
gift to:

Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church
—Missouri Synod. Mark checks “Support of
Asia-Jastram.”

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
P.O. Box 66861
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861

Gifts can also be given securely
online through the LCMS
website, on my online giving page
at lcms.org/givenow/jastram .
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