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Preparations
“Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the
clouds rain down righteousness; let the earth
open, that salvation and righteousness may
bear fruit” (Is. 45:8a,b, our Advent-Christmas
prayer).
Joan and I saw our friend, Genji, outside his
house when we were passing by on our way to
the grocery store this week. A step-ladder with
washrags was nearby and he held a toothbrush
in his hand. “O genki desu ka?
(How are you?)” I asked.
He replied that he was fine and
that he was busy cleaning the
beautiful, hand-carved, wooden
panels of his front door that day.
He, along with millions of other
Japanese are making preparations
for the coming holiday—New
Year’s Day—which includes deepcleaning.
Genji let out a belly laugh when we told him
that, in the States, we customarily think of
“spring-cleaning” several months later.

But there is a cultural coalescence between
the Japanese custom of December deepcleaning and our understanding of Advent—a
time of reflection and preparation for the threefold coming of our King and Savior Jesus
Christ. “Blessed is He who comes in the Name
of the Lord.” He came to us in the past as the
infant Savior in the manger; he comes to us in
the present through Word and Sacrament; he
will come again on Judgement
Day to save us from all sin and
evil forever.
What a joy to know not only
the peace and harmony that
come through civil law and
order, but also the surpassing
joy of knowing the proper
distinction between God’s
divine Law of condemnation
over sin, and his comforting
promise of forgiveness and
salvation in the Gospel. What a privilege of
faith we have, and what a joyful work of worldwide Advent preparation we have!
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THANKS TO:

• You, our supporters who make this
work possible, especially those
who have joined during the
pandemic. Special thanks!

WE PRAISE GOD FOR:

• The gift of baptism for our 6th
grandchild, Salome this
December!

PLEASE PRAY FOR:

Our soul is cleansed
Also, what a privilege to make preparations for a Japanese
translation of Walther’s famous explanation of Law and Gospel.
For those of you unfamiliar with Walther, he says:
No book is apparently so full of contradictions as the Bible. . .
. In one place the Bible offers forgiveness to all sinners; in
another place forgiveness of sins is withheld from all sinners. .
. . This riddle is solved when we reflect that there are in the
Scriptures two entirely different doctrines, the doctrine of the
Law and the doctrine of the Gospel (Walther, Law and
Gospel 1929, p. 6).
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work of St. Louis Executive
Director Daniel McMiller and his
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• Patience and strength for longterm goals for Asia Lutheran
resources.
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Then he characteristically quotes Luther in explanation:
[The Law’s] whole urging is directed toward what I am to
do. . . . [But] you will be forced to confess: O my God, I have
not done what I should; I have not kept the Law. . . . When
shall I find rest unto my soul. . . ? Thus the Law puts me in
anguish. . . . [Man] thirsts for contentment . . . until Christ
comes and asks: Would you like to be at ease? Would you like
to have rest and a good conscience? I advise you to come to
Me. Dismiss Moses and no longer think of your own
works. Distinguish between Me and Moses. From Moses
you have the thirst which you are suffering. He has done his
part . . . [and has] made you thirsty. Now try Me; come to
Me; believe in Me; listen to My teaching. I am a different
Teacher: I will give you to drink and refresh you (Walther,
Law and Gospel 1929, p. 22-23, emphasis added).
We consider Walther’s Law and Gospel one of the most vital
Lutheran theological texts needed for sound doctrine and practice
in the present and future Lutheran churches and seminaries of
Japan. Your support enables us to direct this important translation
project so that it becomes a reality. Thank you!
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